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having been said, the author would also like to remind anyone so doing that, just as these Truths 

have been given to all for free, so too should they be freely given onward to others ï fully 

profitless to the giver; without any additional costs or conditions attached for the recipients 

thereof é Thank you. 
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An Introduction to what Follows 
 

I think it goes without saying to anyone who has even briefly glanced at the contents of a 

Bible that it is a marvelous collection of language -- that regardless of oneôs religious bent (or lack 

thereof), that the Bible is a tome literally filled with passages that are both mysterious & moving ï 

that it is a collection of writings literally overflowing with metaphoric drama, symbolic violence, 

profound wisdom, and good old fashioned common sense é Of course, it is getting folks to take 

even that first glance that is often the problem.  The vast majority of Christians & Jews refuse to do 

anything other than cast a cursory look at the Bible; preferring instead to blindly accept the often 

extremely limited interpretations thereof provided by their preachers & pastors, reverends  & 

rabbis.   Just as troubling, the majority of the non-religious (often in response to being ñdamned to 

Hellò by the well-intended ignorance of a conservative Christian or two) tend to vehemently 

discount the contents of the Bibleôs texts without ever reading any of them for themselves. 
 

For roughly the first 15 years of my life, I belonged to the former group ï condemned by 

friends and strangers alike as ñunworthyò; labeled an ignorant ñheathenò by those in my 

community who ironically were just as misinformed about the contents of the Bible as I myself 

admittedly was.   Then, in direct response to such crystallized callousness, I joined the latter 

group for the next two decades thereafter ï loudly blasting Christianity (& its Bible) as 

ñridiculousò & ñunethicalò & ñprimitiveò; and doing so with the same arrogant, indignant vigor 

with which its followers had blasted me.   
 

Then one day in 2004, I decided to actually read the Bible for myself é And lo & 

behold, once I did so it became flagrantly apparent that ñthe Good Bookò didnôt say half the 

horrible things I had been told it said ï and that even the horrible things it did sometimes offer 

were often mixed in metaphor or swaddled in symbolism.   In essence, after almost four decades 

of living in the rank shadows of its man-made religion, I finally had the humility & the courage to 

read the Bible for myself --- to discover for myself the brilliantly beautiful and potently pragmatic 

Truths wrapped within its pages.  After having lived so long bridled by hatred for its mythical 

madness, I was able to set aside all bias & preconception, and I fell madly in Love with what I 

found thereafter therein. 
 

And ever since, I have been on a mission to reawaken Christians & non-Christians alike 

to the wonders of its texts.  Most Christians I know remain blind followers of a dogma that 

completely ignores the far greater God of a far greater Love residing within the passages of their 

own holy tome --- and most non-Christians I encounter still choose to arrogantly discount the 

same words; and thus remain equally ignorant of the profound & practical psychological truths 

that rest therein é What a tragedy!   
 

And so, I decided to periodically share some of the 

profound Biblical interpretations that I have personally tested 

to be True; doing so in various shorter books & articles, and 

also doing so within the loose confines of the shorter 

commentaries that follow herein é  

 

May you all enJOY accordingly! 
 

Scaughdt 
(March 2015) 
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ñThe Bible has noble poetry in it... and some good morals é and a 

wealth of obscenity é and upwards of a thousand lies.ò ~ Mark Twain 

 

ñThe Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of 

scheming swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because we 

know very well that the minute we truly understand, we will be obliged to act 

accordingly.ò ~ Soeren Kierkegaard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Table of Commentaries 
 

Matthew 12:24-26 ï Casting out the real ñdemonsòé é page 07 
 

John 8:32 ï bashing the ñChristian bashingò é     é page 11 
 

1 John 4:8 ï hating ñGodò by Loving GOD é   é page 14 
 

Matthew 5:17-18 ï Belief and the ñunbelieverò é  é page 16 

       (Addendum:  Jesus as OT reformer & denouncer)  é page 18 
 

John 8:7-11 ï denouncing ñsinò & ñsinnerò é  é page 27 
 

Jeremiah 31:34 ï down with dictators é    é page 29 
 

Romans 10:10 ï To be truly Saved é    é page 31 
 

1 Corinthians 13:11 ï When I was a child é  é page 33 
 

Matthew 23:23 ï Tithes that please the Lord  é  é page 34 
 

John 12:47 ï on bullying God é    é page 39 
 

Luke 6:30-35 ï To Give the Giving é   é page 41 
 

Luke 6:27 ï To LOVE like we Do é    é page 43 
 

Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13 ï Bashing the Bigotry é   é page 44 
 

John 3:1-10 ï Becoming Born Again é    é page 50 
 

1 John 4:7-16 ï on God & gays é     é page 54 
 

Matthew 10:34 ï Wielding the Sword of Christ é  é page 58 
 

Acts 10:34-35 ï Blessed are the Peacemakers é  é page 64 
 

John 14:20 ï Awakening the Christ withiné  é page 65 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 ï Damning the Demons é   é page 66 
 

Matthew 18:3-4 ï becoming Again as a Child é  é page 68 
 

Matthew 19:6 ï Let the REAL ñmarriageò stand é é page 70 
 

Matthew 20:28 ï The Son of Man, in all his glory é é page 72 
 

Matthew 18:21-22 ï Seventy times Seven é  é page 73 
 

1 John 4:18 ï The LOVE of God é    é page 75 
 

Galatians 6:2-5 ï Contradictions in Harmony é  é page 77 
 

John 14:20-23 ï God as a Person é    é page 79 
 

Luke 17:20-21 ï Knocking on Heavenôs door é  é page 81 



6 

 

Luke 6:36 ï The WHAT of every What if é  é page 82 
 

Philippians 4:4 ï Re-JOY-cing in the Lord é  é page 84 
 

Matthew 7:1-5 ï a bit of inspirational irony é  é page 85 
 

Hosea 11:9 ï God of LOVE é     é page 86 
 

2 Timothy 1:7 ï Conquering fear with LOVE é  é page 89 
 

John 14:13-14 ï Getting prayers Answered é  é page 92 
 

1 John 4:7-8 ï no Ifôs, Andôs or Butôs é   é page 94 
 

Matthew 18:3-4 ï Symptoms of the Cure é   é page 96 
 

Matthew 25:40 ï Caring carelessly é    é page 97 
 

John 18:37-40 ï Still asking for Barabbas é   é page 98 
 

John 3:8 ï Diving into Devotion é     é page 100 
 

Matthew 24:12-14 ï Walking HIS Wayé   é page 102 
 

Luke 17:20-21 ï Heaven is not over there é  é page 104 
 

John 14:16-17 ï The Advocate Within é   é page 106 
 

 
 

 

ñThe real thing is not a path. The real thing is the authenticity of the seeker. 

Let me emphasize this.   You can travel on any path, and if you are sincere and 

authentic, you will reach your destination. Some paths may be difficult, some may 

be more comfortable, some may have greenery on all sides, and some may have you 

moving through deserts, and yet if you are sincere and honest with the yearnings of 

your Soul ï if you are authentic to the urgings of your conscience ï if you are true 

to the summons of your True Self, then every path will lead you to your goal. So it 

simply can be reduced to one thing: that authenticity of Soul-Self is the path. And 

thus the opposite is also true: that no matter what path you choose, if you do not 

authentically reflect your Soul-Self, then you will not get anywhere. It is your 

authenticity ad your authenticity alone that brings you back home, nothing else 

matters.  Imitation cannot lead you anywhere. Imitation means that the ideal comes 

from elsewhere, and as such is not happening within you.  You have a seed within 

you; and if you are only imitating others that seed will remain dormant.ò   

~ anonymous 
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Matthew 12:24-26 é Casting out the real ñdemonsò 
(03/06/2015) 

 

As it turns out, if you happen to have deeply studied the Bible and tested its 

verses by putting them radically into practice over a number of years -- and if you 

happen to have thereby developed a unique understanding of those verses that 

happens to contradict what most folks have been taught about what the Bible 

contains & what it professes -- and if you happen to go about engaging 

conservative Christians in respectful-yet-forthright conversations about these 

differences, you will invariably at some point be called an ñagent of Satanò. 
 

Indeed, as ridiculous as it might sound to some, this has actually happened to 

me literally dozens of times over the past ten years é When it happened at first, I 

was left completely dumbfounded by the blatant audacity required for Christians 

to make such an outlandishly arrogant (and ridiculously inaccurate) accusation.   

And yet the more I thought about it from their perspective, the more their insult 

started to make sense é 
 

You see, the more staunch a Christian's belief in the traditional, conservative, 

church-sponsored interpretations of the Bible's texts, the more he or she will be 

forced to believe that anyone who contradicts that ñWord of Godò must be in 

collaboration with the Devil.  Their dogma is comfortable to them -- it provides 

them with the comfortable assurance of being ñrightò regarding how they should 

worship God, of being found ñworthyò in the eyes of that Lord, and of qualifying 

as being one of the few who are ñsavedò as a result.   Naturally, then, anyone who 

contradicts their airtight understanding of the ñWord of Godò must be in allegiance 

with ñthe forces of darknessò. 
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Now, setting aside for the moment the slim possibility that they might indeed 

be correct about the dysfunctional & not-so-Kind nature of their god, I really do 

get why they would choose to believe such a thing, and I therefore really do 

understand why they would therefore choose to label me as ñdemonicò é Of 

course, in a delicious twist of irony, it just so turns out that Jesus Christ -- also like 

me a public advocate for religious reform -- was accused by the religious 

authorities of his day of exactly the same thing!  He openly faced the Sadducees 

& the Pharisees and the other leaders the Jewish religion of his day, he made 

essentially the same arguments against the conservative, the capricious & the 

condemnatory nature of that faith as I am making against Christianity today, and 

then he too was accused of being an ñagent of Satanò (an agent of ñBeelzebubò, 

actually, but the intended meaning was the same). 
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How intriguing that anyone who 

champions Light could be accused of being an 

agent of Darkness; how anyone acting as a 

messenger of Love could be accused of being 

an agent of fear; how anyone choosing to 

glorify a God of perfect Love could be accused 

of being an accomplice to a Satan embodied 

(supposedly) of hatred & fear! ... Indeed, how 

could I be in league with the Devil while 

spreading the one message that causes his 

demons to tremble?  How could I be an ally of 

Satan while advocating the very selfless LOVE 

that causes the Devil to shake and flee?  
 

 

And how ironic it is as well that it is actually those 

believers accusing me of being in league with evil who are 

the very ones actually empowering the same; how it is 

those ñgood Christiansò who accuse me of bringing the 

darkness who are the very ones making the shadows of 

judgment & hatred & fear & ignorance grow ever thicker 

ï much to Satan's delight! 
 

 

 

Yes, my Friends, I freely admit that my message of joyful self-sacrifice & 

radical Kindness & Loving our enemies is a most uncomfortable one to enliven. 

And I fully stipulate that it is a message that does indeed directly contradict many 

of the more popular (and almost all of the more comforting) tenants of the Paul-

inspired Christian-church ... and yet a Message of LOVE & LIGHT it remains -- 

and therefore the bane of Satan & all his evils it remains as well. 
 

 

*For Satan (to the degree that he actually exists) 

wants us to believe that our own religion provides 

the ñonly way to Heavenò and that God's grace only 

extends to those who ñworship correctlyò ... The 

Way of Christ, on the other hand, encourages us to 

visualize an almighty God (in whatever form, by 

whatever name) who cares for all His creations 

regardless of religion, race, gender or species -- and 

then to act accordingly. 
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*For Satan wants us to believe that 

sentient animals are ñless thanò and to be used 

& abused at our convenience -- as sacrifices, 

as food, as clothing, or as entertainment ... The 

Way of Christ, on the other hand, encourages 

us to respect all sentient life; to live each day 

intending to cause the least amount of harm 

and bring the most amount of Joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*For Satan wants us to believe that members of ISIS (and all other ñterroristsò) 

are patently evil and that they must be exterminated by violent force -- a 

ñChristian Jihadò, if you will ... The Way of Christ, on the other hand, knows that 

violence -- no matter how justified we might feel it to be -- only begets more 

violence; that war only begets more war; that 

judgment only begets more judgment; that to live 

by the sword is to die by the sword é Indeed, 

while Satan revels in the fact that for every 

ñterroristò killed at least three more are created, 

The Way of Christ knows that the only way to 

attain victory over the Satanic forces of fear is to 

unconditionally & courageously apply the Godly 

powers of Love & Compassion & Kindness. 

 

 

Amen ... Let it be so. 

 

ñAnd when the Pharisees heard [of Jesus healing the deranged], they said, 

ñIt is only by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow casts out 

demons.ò And Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to them, ñEvery 

kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against 

itself will stand. And indeed, if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. 

How then can his kingdom stand?ò ~ Matthew 12:24-26 
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John 8:32 é bashing the ñChristian bashingò  
(03/07/2015) 

 

Seeing as how I have a very open, quite alternative, and admittedly 

somewhat fervent interpretation of the contents of the Bible, and seeing as how I 

therefore champion a God & a Jesus & a ñHeavenò & a ñSalvationò that are 

indeed very different from those championed by members of the traditional 

Christian church, more than a few folks have openly accused me more than a few 

times of being a ñChristian basherò or a ñbasherò of Christianity itself. 
 

Well, while the former couldn't be further from the Truth, the latter is 

actually not that far off ... You see, while I consciously & purposefully choose to 

adore ALL  my fellow humans (and this, regardless of how intensely their particular 

religious beliefs happen to conflict with my own), I am also incredibly passionate 

about encouraging ALL  of my brothers & sisters to live lives that are fully filled 

with the purest expressions of Justice & Compassion & Respect & Love ... And 

because this is indeed the case, and because the entrenched dogmas of ALL  the 

world's religions tend to tempt those same brothers & sisters to believe in versions 

of God (and thereby live versions of life) that are often unjust &/or callous &/or 

wrathful &/or petty, I have indeed been known to seemingly do some serious 

ñreligion bashingò in my day. 
 

And it is important to note that I seemingly do so to all religions; that even 

though it might seem as though I ñhave it inò for Christianity because I mention it 

much more than all the other faiths combined, I do so NOT because I have a 

higher contempt for it.  No, my Friends, I do so simply because I happen to have 

been raised in a primarily Christian community and simply because I happen to 

know quite a bit about the Bible that I wish to courageously share with others. 
 

Simply stated, when it comes to religion (which I do often find to be a 

particularly dangerous force in the world), I am truly an equal-opportunity ñbasherò -- 

Christianity just happens to currently find 

itself squarely in my ñwheel houseò, so it gets 

ñbashedò more often as a result  ... Of course, 

such an aggressive boxing metaphor is not 

really at all accurate, for it is not out of hatred 

or even ñself-defenseò that I am often 

seemingly attacking the Bible (even though 

more than a few Christians have indeed verbally 

& spiritually & psychologically ñattackedò me 

more than few times over the years). For in 

actuality I am not attacking Christianity at all 

-- I am simply attempting to ILLUMINATE  

it é and I am doing so completely & fully 

from a place of LOVE. 
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That's right, all you non-Christians out there, I am coming out right here & 

right now to unequivocally & publicly profess my absolute ADORATION for the 

texts of the Bible, along with my absolute ADORATION for how Jesus Christ is 

portrayed in the Gospels therein ... I have intensely studied the Bible's texts for 

over ten years now -- their finer nuances & their deeper meanings & their 

scintillating evolutions -- and I have actively put thousands of different 

interpretations thereof radically to the test during that same period of time.  And as 

I did so, I continually rediscovered more than few things that I sincerely believe 

could help Christians & non-Christians alike to live more Power-full, more Peace-

full , and thereby more Meaning-full lives ... And so I decided some time ago to 

start openly sharing all that I have learned. 
 

 

Now the traditional Christian interpretations of 

those same Scriptures do indeed often directly 

contradict my findings, and so it might indeed seem 

that I am ñbashing Christianityò when I share them.  

And yet it is important to realize that I am not actually 

bashing the Christian faith when I do so -- as much as 

I am bashing the theological & dogmatic walls that are 

keeping so many goodhearted Christians (& 

goodhearted non-Christians) from appreciating -- and 

indeed from enlivening -- those deeper Truths. 
 

 

For , my Friends, if we are to ultimately survive as a species -- if we are to 

one day become the Caring Stewards of the Earth that we were intended to 

become, then the walls that separate us will simply have to be torn asunder. And 

the degree to which any religion raises its particular followers up or casts the 

followers of other religions down is the degree to which that religion is acting as a 

massive wall keeping humanity from that ultimate Peace & Harmony. 
 

Jesus was right when he told us that ñThe Truth will set [us] freeò (see John 

8:32) ... Of course, what he forgot to remind us in that particular passage is that if 

the Truth is what sets us free, then all that binds us & all that separates us & all 

that divides us & all that walls us off from one another -- is NOT the Truth ! 
 

I see religion's walls, my Friends. I see them still rising strong & dark before 

us ... And yet I also see that those walls are old & that those walls are weak & that 

those walls are cracked; that they are ready to be crashed & crumbled; that they 

are ready to open up before us é 

 

é that they are finally ready to set us free. 

 

               Amen ... Let it be so. 
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1 John 4:8 é hating ñGodò by Loving GOD  
(03/08/2015) 

 

In the past it used to bother me quite a bit whenever a person would learn of 

my ñavant gardeò take on the Bible (admittedly a take quite different from their more 

traditional understanding of the same) and then ask me why it was that I hated God.  I 

mean, the raw arrogance of this question used to be enough to get me seething é  
 

Well I have mellowed quite a bit over the years, and such questions don't 

really upset me at all anymore.  Indeed, I have even reached a level of humility 

that has allowed me to realize that those folks were right then, and that they are 

still right today ---- You see, I do ñhate Godò, though that admission might be 

worthy of some explanation é 
 
 

 

For starters, I most certainly do despise 

the capricious ñGodò of the Bible's Old 

Testament ï the ñGodò who so frivolously 

advocated & encouraged genocide, infanticide, 

mass rape, & mass murder é 

 

 

 

And I also most certainly do despise the 

weak-willed ñGodò of the current Christian church 

-- a deity who is supposedly all-Loving & all-

powerful, and yet who allows billions & billions of 

fundamentally innocent Souls (Souls that He made 

error-prone in the first place) to burn in Hell forever -

- all for failing to grovel at His feet in the 

appropriate manner ... And I also most certainly do 

despise the ñGodò of modern-day evangelism & the 

New Age ñmysticismò whose preachers & pundits 

& gurus & ñmastersò bathe in vast mountains of 

material wealth that they suck from the trembling 

poor & the weary downtrodden.  
 

 

Yes, these versions of ñGodò -- and all versions like them in all the religions 

of the world -- truly are despicable imposters; silver-tongued forgeries created by 

the silver-lipped lusts of men both wicked & corrupt.  I have no patience for their 

greed and I have no patience for their condemnations, and I will continue to call 

out their hypocrisies and denounce their evils wherever they are found -- and this I 

will do for the rest of my days. 
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Of course, this fervent opposition to said ñGodsò does not in any way make 

me an actual GOD-hater -- if for no other reason than these divine imposters have 

nothing at all to do with GOD. 
 

You see, for me (and for Jesus, and for Buddha, and for Rumi, and for Lao Tsu, 

and for Kahlil Gibran, and for Gandhi, and for Martin Luther King Jr, and for Peace 

Pilgrim, and for Kirshnamurti, and for St. Francis) GOD is LOVE -- not the ñloveò of 

experienced emotion, or the ñloveò of expressed adoration, or the ñloveò of 

publicized worship, but rather LOVE the verb; the LOVE of the act of Kindness -- 

the LOVE of the act of forgiveness -- the LOVE of the act of self-sacrifice é 

é the LOVE of the act of LOVE. 
 

As such, even though my interpretations of the Bible's texts are indeed 

unusual -- even though they are done with LOVE and analyzed through LOVE 

(and thus have the ñgallò to purely reflect real LOVE); just because my opinions & my 

theories & my practices do not reflect the desires & the wishes & the beliefs of the 

modern Christian church & its highly limiti ng dogma, in no way makes me a 

ñhater of Godò é Indeed (and in-deed), I have found that 1 John 4:8 is actually 

literally true -- GOD really is LOVE.  And as such, to the degree that I choose to 

live with LOVE, I choose to LOVE GOD as well. 
 

      Amen ... Let it be so for you as well. 

 

ñWhoever does not Love does not know God, 

for God is LOVE.ò ~ 1 John 4:8 
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Matthew 5:17-18 é Belief and the ñunbelieverò  
(03/09/2015) 

 

I've always found Christians' use of the term ñunbelieverò to be somewhat 

patronizing (if not a blatant violation of Matthew 7:1's call for us to avoid judging others 

altogether), and yet what I find even more intriguing is that the ones doing this and 

any similar name-calling seem to have fully forgotten an all-important fact: namely, 

that their own Lord & Savior was first & foremost an ñunbelieverò himself!  
 

Indeed, if we lay out all 613 of the Jewish laws (called ñmitzvothò) that were 

viable in Jesus' day & time, and if we then slowly & Care-fully read Jesus' 

teachings as they are found in the Gospels, we start to see a most potent Truth take 

shape ï namely, the Truth that Jesus was not a supporter of the Old Testament at 

all.  Rather, he was a downright radical reformer thereof é In fact, of the 613 Old 

Testament laws that were literally ñon the booksò during the time of Jesus' three-

year ministry, we find in the Gospels themselves that he violated, amended, 

expanded, or fully discarded EVERY -- SINGLE -- ONE of them!  He violated 

them in the name of Love, and yet violate them he did ... He amended them in the 

name of Justice, and yet amend them he did ... He expanded them in the name of 

selfless Service, and yet expand them he did ... He discarded them in the name of 

Compassion, and yet discard them he did. 
 

And even though the Scribes & the Sadducees & the Pharisees -- even 

though these most pious and most ñholyò and most ñlearnedò religious leaders of 

his day all openly denounced him as an ñunbelieverò, Jesus had the courage to 

openly challenge the wicked ways in which their laws were being interpreted & 

the capricious ways in which their laws were being applied ... Yes, even though he 

was called a ñhereticò and a ñheathenò -- even though he was openly shunned as 

an ñunbelieverò, Jesus still spoke up for Love & Justice & Compassion anyway. 
 

ñBut what about Matthew 5:17-18?ò my Christian friends cry.  And indeed in 

that particular passage Jesus does quite clearly say ñDo not think that I have come 

to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill 

themò ... Of course, what my Christian friends have not been taught is that the 

Greek word commonly translated as ñfulfill ò in this verse (pleroo - Greek #4137 in 

Strong's Concordance) is far more accurately written as ñhonedò or ñperfectedò or 

ñbrought to completion or fullnessò é something that can only be truly fulfilled 

by the courage of true ñunbelieversò. 

 

    Amen ... Let it be so. 
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Matthew 5:17-18 --- Addendum 
Jesus as a denouncer &/or a reformer of OT laws  

(03/09/2015) 
 

For the casual reader of the Bible, it is readily apparent that the theological 

principles in the Old Testament differ from those relayed by Jesus in the New 

Testament.  The Old Testament portrays God as a supporter of war (see Exodus 

15:3, Exodus 23:27 & Psalm 137:7-9), while Jesus tells us that ñBlessed are the 

Peacemakersò (Matthew 5:9) and that we are to Love our enemies ñfor He makes 

his sun rise on both the evil and the good, and sends rain both to the righteous and 

the unrighteousò (Matthew 5:44-47 ï see also Luke 6:35-36).  
 

In the Old Testament, God advocates the use of the death penalty (Exodus 

21:12-20 & Exodus 24:16 et al), allows for the robbing (Exodus 12:35-36) and the 

pillaging (Numbers 31:9-15) of those defeated in battle, and appears to have 

effectuated a brutal pogrom during the original Passover (see Exodus 11:4-6) ï and 

yet Jesus states very clearly that ñGod judges no oneò (John 5:22 ï see also John 

8:15, as well as Jesus' Peace-full Passover statements in Matthew 26:26-28) and that we 

are to forgive those who trespass against us (see Luke 17:3-4 & John 8:7 et al).  In 

addition, God seems to support the adulteries of Abraham (Genesis 20:1-18) & 

Isaac (Genesis 26:6-11), as well as Moses' lies to the Pharaoh (see Exodus 5:1 & 

Exodus 9:27) ï and yet Jesus succinctly and simply champions both monogamy 

(Matthew 19:6) & always speaking to others with flagrant honesty (see Matthew 

5:37, along with his many denouncements of hypocrisy throughout the Gospels).  
 

Such discrepancies have tempted many readers to assume that the two 

Testaments simply contradict one another in a few important instances.  Even Paul 

succumbed to such hasty thinking (ñJesus is the end of the Lawò ~ Romans 10:4) é 

And yet an in-depth analysis of both the statements & the actions of Jesus in the 

Gospels (hereafter, specifically 

the Gospel of Matthew) shows a 

significantly different reality: 

namely, that Jesus' theology 

consistently and purposefully 

amplified the spiritual potency 

of the traditional teachings of 

Judaism found in the Old 

Testament ï and that it did so 

in three ways; by limiting them, 

by radically expanding them 

&/or by fully discarding them.  

Feel free to consider the many 

examples of each on the pages 

that follow é  
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Initially , Jesus LIMITED  non-functioning Old Testament laws (essentially 

making them more lenient) é  
 

* In Matthew 5:38-41 Jesus clearly amends the OT adjudicatory law of ñan eye for 

an eyeò (see Exodus 21:23-24, Leviticus 24:19-20 & Deuteronomy 19:21). 

 

* In Matthew 6:9-13 (The Lord's Prayer) Jesus seems to 

make obsolete the need for any priestly ñdivine mediationò. 

 

* In Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus supplants the need to give sin 

offerings (Leviticus 4:27), eliminates the need to publicly 

confess (Numbers 5:7), and makes needless the regulation 

requiring the reproving of sinners (Leviticus 19:17). 

 

* In Matthew 8:20 Jesus seems to make the placing of a Mezuzah irrelevant 

(Deuteronomy 6:9); and likewise the regulation demanding a Jew to reside in a 

ceremonial hut during the 7 days of Sukkoth (Leviticus 23:42). 

 

* In Matthew 8:22 Jesus clearly limits the importance of Jewish burial regulations 

(Deuteronomy 21:23). 

 

* In Matthew 9:14-15 Jesus generally downplays the need for Jews to adhere to 

conventions related to fasting. 
 

* In Matthew 9:20-22 Jesus diminishes the potency of 

OT regulations regarding a woman's uncleanliness during 

menstruation (Leviticus 15:25-30). 

 

* In Matthew 10:1 Jesus gives non-priests priestly 

authorities. 

 

* In Matthew 10:26 (which alludes to Isaiah 45:3) Jesus 

refers to revealing the Truths purposefully hidden by 

Jewish elders. 

 

* In Matthew 11:25 Jesus seems to dishonor teachers of 

the Torah (seemingly prohibited by Leviticus 19:32). 
 

 

* In Matthew 12:1-5 (which refers to 1 Samuel 21:1-6) Jesus limits the absoluteness 

of Numbers 28:9-10. 

 

* In Matthew 12:9-12 Jesus clearly mitigates the OT laws related to observing the 

Sabbath (see Exodus 23:12 & Exodus 23:32). 

 

* In Matthew 12:31 Jesus directly diminishes the potency of the OT laws related to 

blasphemy (see Deuteronomy 18:20 & 21:22, Leviticus 22:32, Exodus 20:6 & Exodus 22:27). 
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* In Matthew 13:33 Jesus diminishes the general taint placed on yeast by the Old 

Testament (see Leviticus 2:11). 

 

* In Matthew 15:1-6 Jesus seems to diminish the importance of Exodus 30:19. 

 

*In Matthew 15:11 Jesus limits the 

severity of all Old Testament food 

regulations (see Leviticus, chapter 11 et al). 

 

* In Matthew 15:21-28 Jesus over-rides 

the Old Testament law demanding enmity 

with all those from the land of Canaan (see 

Deuteronomy 20:17). 

 

* In Matthew 16:6-12 Jesus generally 

encourages a lessened respect for ñthe yeast of the Phariseesò. 

 

* In Matthew 19:29 Jesus indirectly encourages a violation of the Commandment to 

honor one's mother & father (see Exodus 20:12, Exodus 21:17 & Leviticus 19:3). 

 

* In Matthew 22:24-30 Jesus diminishes the sacredness of Deuteronomy 25:5. 

 

*In Matthew 22:31-32 Jesus denounces 

the resurrection from the dead(!) ï a common 

Pharisaic belief at the time. 

 

* In Matthew 23:9 Jesusô words could be 

construed to encourage the dishonoring of 

one's father (see Exodus 20:12, Exodus 21:17, 

Deuteronomy 5:16 & Leviticus 20:9). 

 

* In Matthew 23:16-22 Jesus seems to 

contravene the Commandment to swear by 

God's name (see Deuteronomy 10:20). 

 

* In Matthew 24:2 Jesus generally shows open disrespect for the Temple (see 

Leviticus 19:30). 

 

* In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus is an inverse criticism (see verse 26) of the Old 

Testament regulation prohibiting lending with interest (see Leviticus 25:37 & 

Deuteronomy 23:20). 

 

 

 

 

 


